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stimulated his interest in affairs, and occasionally fed his sar-
castic humour. The contrast between the greatness of the
interests involved, and the smallness of many of those to whom
the nation's welfare was entrusted, was first impressed upon him
no\v, and never afterwards left him. To this early acquaintance
with the practical working of State affairs Macaulay has rightly
ascribed much of the vivid interest which marks off Swift's from
all other political pamphlets.
But his futuie career was stiil undecided. An offer from the
king of a captaincy of dragoons, had suggested one choice which
would certainly have led to strange results had Swift closed with
it. Sir William Temple offered a small post connected with his
own sinecure office of the Rolls at Dublin. That oifer was
declined, as probably it was expected to be : but the fact of its
having been made cleared away a scruple which Swift had
conceived against entering the Church merely as a source of
livelihood which could be earned in no other career. He had
early turned his thoughts in this direction, and the obtaining of
a degree at Oxford probably confirmed the wish. The king had
given him some hopes of Church preferment, as he did not
incline to a military life; and the non-fulfilment of these hopes
caused him acute disappointment some years later. It was in
1694 that his choice was made ; and after another visit to his
mother at Leicester, he crossed to Dublin, in some anger at
what he conceived to be Temple's backwardness in rewarding
his services. Before ordination, he found himself obliged, how-
ever, to apply to Temple for a certificate of good conduct during
the years which had passed since he took his degree. The humble
letter in which this certificate was asked for was one which it must
have cost Swift a bitter pang to write ; but the request was
promptly granted, and on 25th October, 1694, Swift was ordained*
a deacon by the Bishop of Kildare, and proceeded to priest's
orders on the i$th of January, 169!. In the same month he was
presented by Lord Capel to the prebend of Kilroot near Belfast.
The Irish Church, when he entered her ranks, was in a condition
far from flourishing : the Church of a minority, if she was able
to triumph in the abasement of her Roman Catholic rival, she
was yet taught to feel that by English politicians she was